
 1

Accuracy of Implementation Rating Scale (AIRS) 
Practice Exercises 

 
 

The purpose of this activity:  Inter-rater reliability is vital to obtaining quality data.  Data must be 
obtained accurately, with consistency, and by the examiner carefully following the standardized 
directions in order to help ensure the reliability, validity, and proper utility of the data obtained. 
  
It is not uncommon for examiners, new to a test, to initially administer and score measures with 
consistency. However, as time passes and rigor is relaxed—even unintentionally—it results in a 
phenomenon called “examiner drift.”  When testing is not conducted with accuracy and consistency, 
the validity and utility of the data are lost. 
 
It is recommended that inter-rater reliability (IRR) checks for AIMSweb® testing be conducted on a 
routine basis, ensuring examiners are kept fluent and consistent in their administration and scoring 
skills.  The following exercise will serve as both an “IRR check,” as well as a model with which you 
may use when conducting future inter-rater reliability exercises at your sites.  
 

 
 
 
Directions: This activity is optimal for a group size of three examiners. 
 

1. Nominate one person from your group to be the mock “student reader.” 
2. Nominate one person to complete the Accuracy of Implementation Rating Scale (AIRS). 
3. Nominate one person to score the “Student Reader” as he/she reads the passage. 

 
□ Student Reader: Take a moment to confidentially pre-mark an assortment of 

words on the passage that you will soon intentionally read incorrectly. (You will 
later use this to compare your true results with that of the examiners who scored 
your performance.) 

□ Examiner: Read the administration and scoring directions aloud to the student 
reader. (Found on page 3.) You may either use your own timer, or the leader of 
this activity may choose to use a single timer for everyone in the room. As the 
“Student Reader” proceeds, score his/her performance according to the 
administration and scoring rules for Oral Reading (R-CBM). 

□ AIRS Rater: Score the examiner based on the AIRS Criteria on page two. 4. 
Once the Student Reader is finished, review your data. An accuracy rate of 95% 
or better is considered acceptable for the examiner scoring the “Student 
Reader.”  
 

4. Rotate roles and repeat the activity (using a different passage) until all in your group have 
had the chance to be a Student Reader, examiner, and AIRS rater. 
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Practice Exercise 1 
(Student) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Number of Words Read Correct:  _______ 
 
Number of Errors:     _______ 
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Practice Exercise 1 
(Primary Examiner) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Number of Words Read Correct:  _______ 
 
Number of Errors:     _______ 
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Practice Exercise 1 

(Secondary Examiner) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Number of Words Read Correct:  _______ 
 
Number of Errors:     _______ 
 
 
 
 
 

Inter-Scorer Agreement Practice 
Compare your scores for this ‘‘student’’ with the 
student ‘s instruction sheet, and compute Inter-
Scorer Agreement. 
 
Group’s smallest number of WRC is  __________ 
Group’s largest number of WRC is  ___________ 
 

(Small number ÷ larger number) ✕ 100 = ______ 
Goal:  95% inter-rater accuracy or greater.  
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Practice Exercise 2 
(Student) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Number of Words Read Correct:  _______ 
 
Number of Errors:     _______ 
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Practice Exercise 2 
(Primary Examiner) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Number of Words Read Correct:  _______ 
 
Number of Errors:     _______ 
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Practice Exercise 2 
(Secondary Examiner) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Number of Words Read Correct:  _______ 
 
Number of Errors:     _______ 

Inter-Scorer Agreement Practice 
Compare your scores for this ‘‘student’’ with the 
student ‘s instruction sheet, and compute Inter-
Scorer Agreement. 
 
Group’s smallest number of WRC is  __________ 
Group’s largest number of WRC is  ___________ 
 

(Small number ÷ larger number) ✕ 100 = ______ 
Goal:  95% inter-rater accuracy or greater.  
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